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plish our object by tests and pledges. We seek to diffuse 
light concerning the guilt and the evils of war ; we aim at a 
right application of Christian truth and love to this subject ; 
and we trust in God to render this leaven effectual in filling 
every Christian community with such an abhorrence of war, and 
such strong desires for peace at all hazards, as shall constrain 
rulers to employ only pacific expedients in settling internation- 
al disputes. Our mode of procedure differs in this respect from 
that of the temperance cause ; and not a few minds have been 
confused in consequence of overlooking this difference which 
opens a way for the consistent cooperation of those who do not 
perfectly agree in their views on all the points of this difficult 
and complicated subject. 

If we cannot cooperate on such grounds, there is an end to 
all hope of uniting the friends of peace. And must we aban- 
don a hope so important, if not essential, to success ? Will the 
professed friends of this cause stand aloof, some because we go 
too far, and others still because we do not go far enough ? 
With such a disposition can any cause prosper? And are the 
professed friends of this enterprise determined thus to cut its 
sinews ? Will they never learn on both sides the wisdom, for- 
bearance and conciliation necessary to successful cooperation ? 
Are they willing by such a course to expose the cause to fail- 
ure or embarrassment, and every class of its friends to scorn 
and reproach ? " We hope better things, though we thus 
speak ; " and we use this plainness of speech merely to dissuade 
our friends from a course that cannot fail to obstruct and crip- 
ple more or less all our movements in this blessed cause. 



Article III. 
ACTION OF CHURCHES ON THE SUBJECT OF PEACE. 

The Rev. Dr. Merrill, of Middlebury, Vt., has long been 
a friend to our cause ; and his church, after having heard the 
subject of peace discussed from the pulpit, appointed a com- 
mittee to take the matter into consideration, who subsequently 
reported the following preamble and resolutions, " which were 
unanimously adopted," Feb. 3d, 1837. 

" The committee, to whom it was referred to consider the 
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subject of peace, and to recommend some plan for the action 
of the church, believing that most, if not all national wars, as 
well as all national and private quarrels, are contrary to the 
spirit of the gospel, which it is the duty of all Christians at all 
times to practise and inculcate, and that they originate in the 
pride, and selfishness, and passions of men ; believing also, 
that the prevalence of the principles of peace, which is repre- 
sented in the prophecies of Scripture as one of the most dis- 
tinguishing characteristics of the predicted glorious state of the 
church on earth, must become universal before that interesting 
period can take place ; and believing that this is a point of 
Christian principle and duty which lias hitherto been too little 
thought of and regarded in the church generally, do recommend 
the adoption of the following resolves : 

" 1. Resolved, That, while this church do not see the im- 
portance, and doubt the expediency, of forming among them- 
selves a distinct organization for the promotion of this particular 
branch of Christian doctrine and duty, they do cordially ap- 
prove the principles of the American Peace Society, and 
believe it the duty of all Christians to cultivate these principles 
among themselves, and to make them the subject of more 
frequent conversation with others. 

" 2. Resolved, That, in the opinion of this church, it is the 
duty of ministers more frequently in their ministrations to 
inculcate these principles as au important branch of Christian 
doctrine ; and that the pastor of this church be requested to 
preach on the subject as soon and as often as he may find it 
convenient. 

" 3. Resolved, That it is the duty of members of this church 
to contribute to the funds of the American Peace Society, to 
enable them to employ agents, and issue publications for the 
purpose of spreading more extensively a knowledge, and urging 
more effectually the importance, of the Christian principles of 
peace among the churches." 

We are glad to see one of the largest and most intelligent 
churches in the country taking such a stand on this subject ; 
and, should churches of every name follow the example so far 
as merely to come out, and bear their testimony in favor of 
peace as a part of the gospel obligatory, like faith and repent- 
ance, on every follower of Christ, a public opinion would soon 
be formed strong enough to force upon rulers the necessity of 
henceforth settling international difficulties only by pacific 
expedients. There is in the church alone moral power suffi- 
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cient under God to secure such a result before the present 
generation of Christendom shall sleep with their fathers. 

And is it not time for the church to put forth this power ? 
Can she consistently refuse or delay any longer to take some 
stand on this great evangelical subject? Will Christians suffer 
themselves still to be regarded by the unevangelized portions of 
our race as abettors of war, and their religion as sanctioning all 
its atrocities and horrors ? Will they continue by their prac- 
tice to endorse such a libel on the gospel of peace, on the 
Prince of peace, on the God of peace ? While the war-sys- 
tem, upheld in Christendom itself for fifteen centuries, is now 
demanding for its support even in peace millions of soldiers, and 
thousands of millions of dollars every year; while it is wasting 
incomparably more blood and treasure than would be requisite 
under God for the world's conversion ; while infidels, and Jews, 
and Mohammedans, and pagans, all unite in denouncing Chris- 
tianity as a religion of blood, or reproach its votaries with the 
inconsistency of preaching peace, and practising war ; will the 
church of Christ refuse to publish, wherever her name is known, 
the pacific principles of her own gospel? If she does refuse, 
God will hold her responsible for the consequences. 

We recommend no precipitate or injudicious movement. 
The way should be well prepared ; for a church ought never, 
especially on such a subject, to take a leap in the dark. Let the 
pastor preach upon it; let it come before the whole church for 
inquiry, and a free interchange of thoughts; let them examine 
the Bible upon it ; let publications on peace be circulated among 
them to assist their inquiries after truth and duty ; let Christians 
fully resolve to ascertain and do what God requires of them on 
this long-neglected part of the gospel ; and when their views 
are sufficiently settled, let them publish to the world such a 
testimony on the subject as they will review with pleasure at 
the day of judgment. 

Here is something to be done by every church in Christen- 
dom. We would not dictate the mode ; every church and 
pastor can select their own course ; but we do feel that it is 
high time for all Christians to take some order on this subject, 
and let the world know in what light they regard the custom of 
war. The church will generally wait for their pastor to move 
on the subject ; and we hope that pastors will bring it before 
their brethren in the church as soon as circumstances will allow. 



